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SNon -profit organization and we work statewide  to restore flows to 
>Ã¬Ãé!EÃẏñ rivers in need

SFormed in 2001 ʌɐ ɳǍɶʌɅǸɶ ʭȡʌț >ɐȺɐɶǍǱɐẏɾ uɅɾʌɶǸǍɃ fȺɐʭ æɶɐȓɶǍɃ ǍɅǱ 
amplify its work

SWork with water users to put together voluntary  transactions to benefit 
the environment

STransactions are tailored  for each water right and each water system

SWork within the prior appropriation system and compensates  water 
rights owners at fair market value
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Successfully 
implemented 28 

projects , 
Adding nearly 100,000 
acre -feet  of water to 

over 
598 miles of natural 
stream in Colorado .



Tools to Boost Flows

Infrastructure 
improvements

Efficiency Improvements

Non -Diversion and 
Retiming Agreements

Water Conservation
Programs

Reservoir Releases



Infrastructure 
Improvements
  -Abrams Creek
      - 40% Reduction in Diversions
      - New CWCB ISF
      - Water Not Protected

  -Steuben Creek
    - Eliminated 2 nd  diversion
      - Expensive/Small Scale
      - Water Not Protected



Efficiency 
Improvements
  -Crop Switching
       - Alfalfa to Barley  TNC Verde      

River AZ
       - Is there a market?
       - Cannot Protect Water
       - Does Not Protect User

   -Efficient Irrigation
       - Flood to Sprinkler
       - 50% to 70%
       - Expensive 
       - Cannot Protect Water
       



Non -Diversion/ 
Retiming 
Agreements

 -Simple Non -Diversion
       - Quick and Easy
       - No Protection for Water
       - No protection for Water Users
       

 -TU Winter Flows
       - Rio Grande 
       - Lease to forgo summer irrigation
       - Released in winter to boost flow
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Timing Location

20 cfs

70 cfs50 cfs

Reservoir

Supplemental 
water released 
at time when  

flow drops

Supplemental 
water released 

upstream of low 
flow  reach

Flow remains higher 
than it would without 
supplemental water

40 cfs

Boosted flow

RESERVOIR RELEASES FOR DECREED USES



15 Mile Reach Environmental Release 
Project



Arkansas River Voluntary Flow 
Management Program



Tools To Boost and Protect Instream Flows

uɅ ᶯᶷᶵᶱṞ ȺǸȓȡɾȺǍʌʔɶǸ ǍʔʌțɐɶȡʽǸǱ >ğ>= ʌɐ Ẍṣ ṣ ṣ ǍɳɳɶɐɳɶȡǍʌǸṞ ṟɐɶ 
acquire  ṟ ɾʔǪț ʭǍʌǸɶɾ ɐȒ ɅǍʌʔɶǍȺ ɾʌɶǸǍɃɾ ǍɅǱ ȺǍȶǸɾ Ǎɾ ɃǍʳ ǩǸ 
required to preserve the natural environment to a reasonable 
ǱǸȓɶǸǸṣẍ

ISF Appropriations Ṿ 
ÅAppropriate and adjudicate a new (junior) ISF water right for the 

minimum  required to preserve  the natural environment to a 
reasonable degree.

Water Acquisitions
ÅAccept and use existing, offered water rights in such amounts 

CWCB determines appropriate  to preserve or improve  the natural 
environment to a reasonable degree.



ISF Appropriation



Permanent Acquisitions or Long -Term Loans, 37 -92-
102(3):

Å Preserve or improve

Å Water protected in priority for the length of ISF 
stream reach

Å Permanent change of water right approved in water 
court

5 in 10 Temporary Loans, 37 -92-105(2)(b):

Å Used to preserve on an existing ISF reach for 5 years 
out of a 10 year period

Å ISF use cannot occur in more than 3 years 
consecutively

Å Preserve or improve, but only on reaches with an 
underlying ISF water right

Å Water protected in priority for the length of ISF 
stream reach

Å Administratively approved by State Engineer

Å ñǍȒǸȓʔǍɶǱɾ ɐʭɅǸɶẏɾ o>Ć ǍȺȺɐǪǍʌȡɐɅ

Å Nonrenewable

Water Conservation Program, 37 -92-305(3)(c):

Å Used with or without an ISF stream reach for 5 years 
out of a 10 year period

Å Water is not protected; available for diversion by any 
water user

Å Administratively approved by a water district or state 

agency

Å ñǍȒǸȓʔǍɶǱɾ ɐʭɅǸɶẏɾ o>Ć ǍȺȺɐǪǍʌȡɐɅ

Å Nonrenewable

Å Not allowed in Water Division 7 (southwest Colorado)

ISF Plan for Augmentation, 37 -992 -102(4.5)

Å Plan to make water available for out -of -priority uses 
approved in water court

Å Preserve or improve

Å Permanent plan where additional augmentation 
water can be added post -decree

Getting Creative:

Å Alone or in combination with the tools above

Å Integrating storage and exchanges

Å Delivering water to downstream decreed uses

Å Sharing water for split season of deficit irrigation

The ISF Acquisition Toolkit



ACQUISITION AND 
WATER RIGHT CHANGE

Peabody Ditch : Permanent 
change of senior rights 
dedicated year round to the 
Blue River

Little Cimarron : Permanent 
acquisition; split -season 
irrigation.
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5/10 TEMPORARY LOANS

Opera
te?  

1 Opera
te?  

2 Opera
te?

3 Opera
te?

4 Opera
te?

5 Opera
te?

6 Opera
te?

8 Opera
te?

9 Opera
te?  
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Yes S No No Yes S No Yes S No Yes S Yes S

10-year term

Boosted Flow

Decreed Instream Flow Reach

Water decreed for another use 
can be used temporarily to boost 

flow and may be protected in 
priority depending on the tool. 2 cfs

Administrative approval  of 10-ʳǸǍɶ ẌȺɐǍɅẍ ʌɐ ȡɅɾʌɶǸǍɃ ȒȺɐʭ 

5 cfs 8 cfsBase flow

Preserve flow rate
Improve flow rate

Boosted Flow Boosted Flow Boosted Flow Boosted Flow



Yampa River 
Environmental 
Release Project


