
Crystal River Management Plan: Tracking Progress

“Identifying, prioritizing and guiding management actions that honor local 
agricultural production, preserve existing water uses, and enhance the 

ecological integrity of the river.”



SUMMARY RECOMMENDATIONS

AGRICULTURAL USE
Recommendation: Short term use reduction in drought years
Mechanism: Water market + non-diversion agreements with Colorado 
Water Trust
Number of Projects: 3
Tracking: Gauges, Additional Agreements



SUMMARY RECOMMENDATIONS

MUNICIPAL USE
Recommendation: Efficiency upgrades and outdoor raw water use 
conservation in Carbondale
Mechanism: Headgate automation, ditch lining, tiered raw water use 
fees
Projects: 1
Tracking: TBD



SUMMARY RECOMMENDATIONS

ENVIRONMENTAL USE
Recommendation: Enhance function during low flows from 
Thompson Creek to Kaiser and Sievers Ditch headgate
Mechanism: Restoration of riparian and instream habitat 
Number of Projects: 5
Tracking: Aquatic, Riparian, Community



THREE-TIERED APPROACH TO TRACKING

AQUATIC LIFE
• Macroinvertebrate Studies
• RiverWatch Site – Water Quality
• Fish Counts and Fish Stories…

RIPARIAN COMMUNITIES
• Vegetation Surveys
• Survival Rates and Native Plant Establishment

COMMUNITY
• Riverfront Park at Crystal River Impact Study



IMPACT STUDY

An impact report is a document that details an 
organization's social, environmental, or 
economic achievements and outcomes, 
essentially showcasing the positive effects of 
their work, often focusing on specific initiatives 
or programs and using measurable data to 
demonstrate their impact on stakeholders and 
beneficiaries.
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GOING FORWARD

o Continue to monitor completed projects

o Look for future opportunities

o Future planning based on both results and 
opportunities

o At what point do we fully reassess?
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