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St. Vrain & Left Hand Stream Management Plan

• Began in 2018, completed in 2020
• Entities involved:

• American Whitewater
• Boulder County Parks and Open Space
• Boulder Valley and Longmont Conservation Districts
• City of Boulder
• City of Longmont
• Colorado Parks and Wildlife
• Colorado Water Conservation Board
• St. Vrain and Left Hand Water Conservancy District
• Trout Unlimited
• The Watershed Center

• What else happened in 2020?

Background



Themes & Initiatives
• Flow Management

o Streamflow Advisory Group
oVoluntary low-flow agreements

• Habitat Restoration & Protection
oHabitat & Infrastructure assessment
o Focus on riparian areas for flood retention & sediment deposition

• Water Quality Improvements
o Forest management/wildfire mitigation/post-fire impacts (new)
oAquatic nuisance species

• Water Use & Management
oDiversion/headgate automation
oMeasurement & bypass

SMP 
Objectives



What are we monitoring/tracking?
• Overall progress
• Progress on individual initiatives
• Progress on individual projects
• District led initiatives:

• Flow Advisory Group
• Fish Passage
• Measurement & bypass
• Data Dashboard
• Stream GagesTracking



Our Approach
• Further refinement/clarification from original SMP

• What initiatives are priorities?
• Are there any new initiatives?
• What initiatives are no longer being pursued?

• Identify initiative lead
• Reach out to individual initiative leads
• Develop progress update report
• Stakeholders review & refine priorities
• SMP Stakeholder meeting—refine & prioritize initiatives
• Regular progress reports moving forward

Approach



Meetings
• Monthly Basin Collaborative meetings
• Annual District Symposium
• Annual Adaptive Management at Scale meeting
• Stream gage working group
• Flow Advisory Group

Approach



Lessons Learned
• SMP Phase II or just SMP Implementation?
• Who is leading initiatives?
• Who is leading progress tracking?
• Partners/Stakeholders are the most important part of this

• No judgement
• Celebrate success
• Progress tracking = relationship building opportunity
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