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The Grand Valley
River Corridor
Initiative Vision

The communities of the Grand Valley are
committed to a science-driven approach
to steward a resilient, vibrant, and healthy
river corridor that supports the values of
agriculture, habitat and wildlife,
recreation, economic growth, and
sustainable development benefiting
today’s and future generations.



Our Past

Photos courtesy of One RiverFront, Western
Colorado Botanical Gardens, and Trust for
Public Land



Driving Questions of the RCI

% | -~ What do we want the Grand Valley River Corridor to be in 20 years? ¥,
" . How can the River Corridor continue to (and better) support community
values and the local economy?




RCI Goals

* Engage river corridor stakeholder groups to
identify common values and challenges

* Provide a platform and resource for river corridor
stakeholders, fostering coordinated collaboration
on future river-centric endeavors, leading to
informed decision making

 Develop strategies to address shared goals,
objectives, and challenges

* Foster community, education, and connection
with the river
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Advisory Committee

Mesa County

Town of Palisade

City of Grand Junction

City of Fruita

Mesa Conservation District
Colorado Parks and Wildlife
US Fish and Wildlife

Bureau of Land Management
NRCS

Colorado Canyons Assoc.
Colorado West Land Trust
Clifton Water




RCI Funding and Timeline

Phase | - 2020

 Stakeholder Outreach

* Visioning and
Prioritization

* Seed Funding

Phase Il - 2021- Phase Il - 2023-
2022 2024

 Stakeholder * Studies (FHZ,
Workshops Floodplain)

* Data Review and Gap * Local Gov't Planning

Analysis * Flow Preferences
* Establish Advisory Workshop
Committee * Organizational
Development

e Community Outreach

One Riverfront
Mighty Arrow
Colorado Water Conservation Board
Colorado River District
Colorado Healthy Rivers Fund
Western Colorado Community Foundation
River Network
Xcel
City of Grand Junction, City of Fruita, Town of Palisade
In Kind Support!

Phase IV (2024-
2026)

e Collaboration +
Outreach

* Project Development
and Implementation

* Master Planning




Recent accomplishments

Master Planning Process because of formalized

intergovernmental MOU/Letter

Master planning workshops and framework

RCI Formalization, op

making processes

Continued Outreach

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Distict 1-Cody Davis ~ 970-244-1605.
Distrct 2 Bobbio Daniel 9702441604
Distict 3 - Janet Rowland  070-244-1606.

TO: Grand Valley River Corridor Initiative
FROM: Mesa County, Colorado

SUBJECT: River Corridor Master Planning Letter of Support
DATE: July 16, 2024

The Grand River Valley Corridor holds significant ecological, recreational, and economic
value for the communities of Mesa County. The Colorado River is constantly changing,
and in recent years, there have been factors of increasing recreation use and
development along the river. As such, a coordinated planning effort by the Grand Valley
River Corridor Initiative (‘RCI) could be beneficial to preserving its natural environment,
enhancing recreational opportunities, sustaining agricultural activities, and fostering
sustainable development.

Mesa County supports the development of a comprehensive, non-regulatory Grand
Valley River Corridor Master Plan that is collaborative in nature and includes all
stakeholders. Furthermore, we support RCI and its Core Team in identifying necessary
funding and cost-share models to hire a contractor to facilitate the collaborative approach
to the composition of a River Corridor Master Plan.

Signed this 16th day of __July 2024

(ST

Bobbie Daniel, Chair
Mesa County Board of County Commissioners

erating principles, decision-

Supporting Vision Elements to Guide Future Planning: (DRAFT)

Ecology & Wildlife Resilience” / “A Dynamic River”

« Prioritize the restoration and preservation of riparian habitats, aquatic ecosystems, and wildlife corridors.
Give the river room to move.
implement proactive measures to mitigate invasive species, re-mediate landslides, and enhance water quality.
Build resilience to natural hazards, climate change impacts, and socio-economic challenges through adaptive
planning and management strategies
Prioritize measures to enhance floodplain management, wildfire resilience, and public safety within the river
corridor.

. “A Recreational Asset” / “A Recreational River”

Celebrate recreational opportunities along the river corridor while safeguarding its natural beauty and
ecological integrity.

Provide inclusive and equitable public s to activities, such as hiking, biking, paddling, and wildlife
observation.

Promotes the corridor as both a community and tourist destination

“A Connected Corridor”
Promote seamless connectivity with an extensive network of trails, parks, and green spaces along the river
corridor.
Ensure equitable access to the riverfront for all community members, including measures to address barriers
and enhance safety.

. “Grand Valley Vitality”
« Encourage responsible economic development that harmonizes with agricultural needs and environmental
systems.
+ Support innovative projects that enhance the riverfront's economic vitality, create job opportunities, and attract
visitors.

. “Balanced Land Use”

+ Integrate land use planning efforts to balance development interests with ecological preservation goals
+ Consider regulations and policies that promote resilient and adaptive development patterns.

. “Corridor Communities” / “Community First”

« Cultivatea sense of stewardship, community ownership, and acknowledgment of the river through robust public
engagement and educational outreach programs.

+ Empower residents, stakeholders, and future generations to participate in decision-making processes and
advocate for the river's well-being

“Collaborative Governance” / “A United River Corridor”
«  Foster collaborative partnerships among government agencies, non-profit organizations, and private
stakeholders to manage the river corridor.
+ Establish a coordinated governance framework to facilitate joint planning, resource-sharing, and collective
action.

Ty Penidge

The Grand Valley River Corridor Initiative (RCI)






- I 794 High Intensity
’ National Audubon Society. 2000. Important Bird Areas of

Colorado. Compiled by K.A. Cafaro. Audubon-Colorado,

Boulder, CO.

1,335 Medium Intensity

Land use change
in the river corridor

. 1,303 Low Intensity
3,819 Developed
| 387 Cleared Land and Parks

1,615 Cultivated Crops

1,623 Agriculture == 8 Pasture

== 71 Barren Land (Rock/Sand/Clay)

12,304 Acres

Historical

Riparian Corridor I 1,437 Gravel Ponds
1,777 Open Water B 340 sioughs

3,706 Woody Wetlands
Figure 1: Representation
of changes in land cover
types by acreage of between the 5’01 4 Naturally Vegetated . 379 Ernergent Herba s Wellands

mid-1880s (left bar) and the early River Corridor

2020s (right bars). All numbers indicate

acres within a land cover type. The extent of

the historical riparian corridor was estimated — 40 Herbaceous
using aerial photographs from the early 1900s and

Height Above River (HAR) digital elevation models.

. . ] - : 5 2 Present day land coverages within the historical riparian corridor
: . ¥ . g P e Hf Evergreen Forest
Figure 2: Land use changes within the historical riparian corridor (blue lines) evident between 1937 and were mapped using the 2021 National Land Cover Database ‘-’NLCD)
2024 in the vicinity of the confluence of the Colorado River and Gunnison River : g < . : i E . =
Approximately 35% of the historical riparian corridor persists in three categories
(woody wetlands, emergent herbaceous wetlands, and sloughs) that correspond to I 872 Shrub/Scrub
riparian forests and other active floodplain features.




Restoration and conservation opportunities

o
'l Focus Areas

Conservation Potential
Very High
High

Focus Area:

lter

Project Area:

Flood & Fire hazard mitigation
Open space

Concept 1 Concept 2 Concept 3
oMo O Anticipated Cost: § Anticipated Cost: § § Anticipated Cost: § § §
Planning & Design: Planning & Design: X § Planning & Design: ¥
esilient infrastructure

Maintenance: Maintenance: Malntenance:
Description:

Critical habitat




How does all this get done?

Consistency

Leadership and Roles
Respecting Differences
Relationship Management
Facilitation

Patience




Thank you!

Email: Rusty Lloyd,
rlloyd@riversedgewest.org
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