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The communities of the Grand Valley are 
committed to a science-driven approach 
to steward a resilient, vibrant, and healthy 
river corridor that supports the values of 
agriculture, habitat and wildlife, 
recreation, economic growth, and 
sustainable development benefiting 
today’s and future generations.



Our Past

Photos courtesy of One RiverFront, Western 
Colorado Botanical Gardens, and Trust for 
Public Land



Driving Questions of the RCI

● What do we want the Grand Valley River Corridor to be in 20 years?
● How can the River Corridor continue to (and better) support community 

values and the local economy?



RCI Goals

• Engage river corridor stakeholder groups to 
identify common values and challenges

• Provide a platform and resource for river corridor 
stakeholders, fostering coordinated collaboration 
on future river-centric endeavors, leading to 
informed decision making

• Develop strategies to address shared goals, 
objectives, and challenges

• Foster community, education, and connection 
with the river



Grand Valley RCI

Core Team
• Rivers Edge West
• American Rivers
• One Riverfront
• Wash Water Science and Engineering
• River Network



Grand Valley
River Corridor Initiative

Advisory Committee

• Mesa County
• Town of Palisade
• City of Grand Junction
• City of Fruita
• Mesa Conservation District
• Colorado Parks and Wildlife
• US Fish and Wildlife
• Bureau of Land Management
• NRCS
• Colorado Canyons Assoc.
• Colorado West Land Trust
• Clifton Water



RCI Funding and Timeline
Phase I - 2020
• Stakeholder Outreach
• Visioning and 

Prioritization
• Seed Funding

Phase II - 2021-
2022
• Stakeholder 

Workshops
• Data Review and Gap 

Analysis
• Establish Advisory 

Committee

Phase III – 2023-
2024
• Studies (FHZ, 

Floodplain)
• Local Gov’t Planning
• Flow Preferences 

Workshop
• Organizational 

Development
• Community Outreach

Phase IV (2024-
2026)
• Collaboration + 

Outreach
• Project Development 

and Implementation
• Master Planning

One Riverfront
Mighty Arrow

Colorado Water Conservation Board
Colorado River District

Colorado Healthy Rivers Fund
Western Colorado Community Foundation

River Network
Xcel

City of Grand Junction, City of Fruita, Town of Palisade
In Kind Support!



Recent accomplishments 
● Master Planning Process because of formalized 

intergovernmental MOU/Letter
● Master planning workshops and framework
● RCI Formalization, operating principles, decision-

making processes
● Continued Outreach





Land use change
in the river corridor



Restoration and conservation opportunities

• Flood & Fire hazard mitigation
• Open space
• Resilient infrastructure
• Critical habitat 



How does all this get done?

• Consistency
• Leadership and Roles
• Respecting Differences
• Relationship Management  
• Facilitation
• Patience



Thank you!
Email: Rusty Lloyd,

rlloyd@riversedgewest.org

mailto:Ckukuraitis@riversedgewest.org
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