
 

 
Grand Valley Peer Learning Network Field Trip 

May 8-9, 2025 
Colorado Mesa University - Grand Mesa Multi-Purpose Room in Grand Mesa Hall, 1200 

Houston Ave, Grand Junction 81501 

Anticipated Outcomes 
●​ Learn about the Grand Valley River Corridor Initiative (“RCI”) river planning approach 

including:  
○​ Ongoing coordination and strategic planning through a Core Team, focused on 

stakeholder driven approaches and needs 
○​ Collaborating with an inclusive Advisory Council representative of local, state and 

federal governments, nonprofits, businesses and landowners 
○​ Integrating riparian and floodplain considerations into a River Corridor Mastering  

Planning process  
○​ Engaging with the local community and elected officials 

●​ Build interest and understand how and why to integrate Wildfire Ready Action Plans (WRAPs)  
●​ Visit multi-jurisdictional project concepts focused on fish habitat recovery, recreation, and 

floodplain connection using open space planning, conservation easements, and more. 
●​ Build a community of practice among watershed planning leaders, develop relationships, and 

collectively enhance work on watershed planning throughout the state. 

Agenda 

Thursday, May 8, 8:30am - 4:30pm  
Grand Mesa Multi-Purpose Room, 1200 Houston Ave, Grand Junction 81501 

8:30 am 
30 mins 

Coffee/Tea, Light Breakfast (oatmeal bar), and Networking  

9:00 am 
15 mins 

Welcome and Introductions 
Cheryl Cwelich, River Network 

●​ Pairs activity: Share favorite field work / road trip jam (song) 

 
 

9:15 am 
15 mins 

Group Agreements, Peer Learning Network, & Agenda Overview 
Chelsea Silva, River Network  

 

9:30 am 
30 mins​  

Background on the Grand Valley River Corridor Initiative (“RCI”)  
Rusty Lloyd, Rivers Edge West 

 

10:00 am 
30 mins 

Fluvial Hazard Zones and River Corridor Management 
Joel Sholtes, Wash Water Science and Engineering 

 

10:30 am 
15 mins 

Break  
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10:45 am 
1 hr, 15 mins 

Discussion on Riparian & Floodplain Assessment and Action Plan 
Joel Sholtes, Wash Water Science and Engineering 
Seth Mason, Lotic Hydrological 
Brad Johnson, Johnson Environmental Consulting 
Kim Lennberg, Alba Watershed Consulting 

 

12:00 pm 
1 hr 

Lunch catered by CMU Flavours  

1:00 pm  
30 mins 

Carpool to the site (~15-min transition + 15-min drive) 
Drivers: Cheryl, Chelsea, Erin, Hannah, Joel, Kim, Seth 

 

1:30 pm 
1 hr 
 
 

Site Visit - Walter Walker 
Joel Sholtes, Wash Water Science and Engineering 
Derek Lovoi and Pete Firmin, Colorado Parks & Wildlife 
Seth Mason, Lotic Hydrological 
Melissa Wills, Colorado River District 

Park in giant dirt 
lot: 

 
 
 
 
 

No restrooms on 
site 

2:30 pm 
30 mins  

Carpool to the site (~15-min drive + 15-min buffer)  

3:00 pm 
1 hr 

Site Visit - Watson Island 
Joel Sholtes, Wash Water Science and Engineering 
Randy Coleman, City of Grand Junction  
Seth Mason, Lotic Hydrological 
Ilana Moir, Colorado West Land Trust 
Hannah Holm, American Rivers 

Parking lot next 
to botanical 

gardens: 
 
 
 
 
 

Restrooms 
nearby 

4:00 pm  
15 mins 

Day 1 Wrap Up 
Chelsea Silva, River Network 

 

4:15 pm 
15 mins 

Carpool back to venue  

4:30 pm Adjourn   

5:30 pm
​  

Happy Hour/Dinner at Ramblebine Brewery, 457 Colorado Ave, 
Grand Junction, CO 81501 
Please join us for happy hour and dinner! Everyone will be responsible for 
their own food/drinks. 
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https://maps.app.goo.gl/Jsd3e652qcbR1C7a9
https://maps.app.goo.gl/kZDNCQUEMf6PQaFq8
https://ramblebinebrewing.com/


 

Agenda 
Friday, May 9, 8:30am - 12:30pm 
Grand Mesa Multi-Purpose Room, 1200 Houston Ave, Grand Junction 81501 
 

8:30 am 
30 mins 

Coffee/Tea, Light Breakfast (burritos), and Networking  

9:00 am 
15 mins 

Introductions, Day 1 Takeaways 
Chelsea Silva, River Network 

 

9:15 am 
15 mins 

Agenda Overview and Group Agreements 
Cheryl Cwelich, River Network 

 

9:30 am 
1 hr 
 

Panel and Q&A: Introduction to River Corridor Master Planning 
Moderator: Shannon Wadas, Strategic By Nature 
Panelists: 

●​ Troy Ward, Town of Palisade 
●​ Niki Galehouse, City of Grand Junction  
●​ Marc Mancuso, City of Fruita 
●​ Sean Norris, Mesa County 

 

10:30 am 
30 mins 

Carpool to the site (~15-min transition + 15-min drive)  
Drivers: Cheryl, Chelsea, Erin, Hannah, Kim 

 

11:00 am 
1 hr 

Site Visit - Dos Rios: Master Planning Discussion with Local, State, 
Federal Government  
Hannah Holm, American Rivers  
Ashley Garrison, Colorado Water Conservation Board (CWCB) 
Niki Galehouse, City of Grand Junction 
Erin McDermott, RiversEdge West 

Park on 
road: 

 
Restrooms 

on site 

 

12:00 pm 
30 mins 

Evaluation  
Chelsea Silva, River Network 

 

12:30 pm Field Trip Adjourn   

1:30 pm Lunch Social at Base Camp Brewery, 2575 U.S. 6 & 50, UNIT C, Grand 
Junction, CO 81501 
Please join us for a lunch social after the field trip! Everyone will be responsible 
for their own food/drinks. 
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https://maps.app.goo.gl/VmjKHpZQw1875Bfv6
https://basecampbeerworks.com/


 

Field Trip Contact 
Cheryl Cwelich, River Network 
cell. 303.396.2942 
email. ccwelich@rivernetwork.org 
 
Chelsea Silva, River Network 
cell. 208.577.0256 
email. csilva@rivernetwork.org 
 
Please call with any questions or concerns. Note that service may be spotty during the field trip, but we 
will do our best to respond as quickly as possible. 
 
Suggested Pack List 

●​ Clipboard 
●​ Notebook 
●​ Camp chair (for lunch, breaks) 
●​ Water bottle, coffee mug 
●​ Sunscreen 
●​ Hat 
●​ Sturdy shoes for walking on uneven surfaces  
●​ Layers in case of weather 
●​ Raingear 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This event is brought to you by the Colorado Watershed Planning Peer Learning Network. 
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mailto:csilva@rivernetwork.org

