Colorado’s River Health Assessment Framework

CoRHAF




Colorado Water Pla
- 2023

Thriving Watershed

— Action 3.1
Read the Plan here:

AGENCY ACTIONS

ooand

il &: o

alorado Water

THRIVING WATERSHEDS

Agency Actions

The CWCEB and partnering agencies will take the following actions to support and advance
Colorado’s vision for Thriving Watersheds. Each action identifies a lead agency, and in most cases,
one or more collaborating agencies. The lead agency is directly responsible for completing an action.
Collaborating agencies will partner to successfully complete the action by providing guidance or
actively staying informed. Both lead and collaborating agencies envision using existing staff and
available resources. Collaborating agencies may provide more leadership or support if additional
resources become available. In addition, other agencies may be consulted as needed or if resources
become available.

3.1 Develop Colorado River Health
Assessment Framework (CoRHAF)

Lead Agency: CWCB Reloted Action Area: M4
Collaborating Agencies: COPHE: CPW
Stream health assessments are a key cqmpnnent of SMPs TOOLS wsed for His action
and 'WMPs. To meet requests from various stakeholders

implementing these plans and help bridge a critical knowledge Stream/watershed
gap, CWCB will develop a new guidance document and workbook 0 restoration and
that will reside on coloradosmp.org. The framework will help ~ enhancement
stakeholders approach stream health assessments from a

common knowledge base, support local values, and provide

a successful approach to completing the assessments. This o Flowenhancement
guidance documeant will provide an overview of the various and maintenance
concepts for evaluating stream health, engaging stakeholders

inthe process, and evaluating core data needs related to

hydrodogy, gecmorphology, biology, ecology, and regulatory @ Watershed planning

context at watershed and stream-reach scales — information

useful for technical experts that would make decisions on

prascriptive assessment methodologies. The CoRHAF will be the

framework that supports stakeholder engagement and planning &) Collaboration groups
that recognizes community values as an important factor in

conducting stream health assessments that might normally be i

based on data and regulatory framework alone. _::_ Innovation


https://engagecwcb.org/colorado-water-plan

What is a River Health Assessment?
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Why just a framework?




Where to find CoRHAF?

v {® \Watershed Protection and Rest: X +

< C 2% cwcb.colorado.gov/focus-areas/ecosystem-health/watershed-protection-and-restoration

Colorado’s River Health Additional Resources
Point of Contact
Assessment Fra mework CWCB Colorado Stream Corridor Construction Chris Sturm
Guide (2

Resilient Crossings Handbook (£

Coming Soon!

Regional Stream Stewardship & Recovery
Handbook (£

https://cwcb.colorado.gov/focus-areas/ecosystem-health/watershed-protection-and-restoration



https://cwcb.colorado.gov/focus-areas/ecosystem-health/watershed-protection-and-restoration

Discussion

What do you like about
CoRHAF?

What improvements are
needed for the CoRHAF tool
to be accessible and useful?

What else do you need to

successfully utilize the
CoRHAF tool?

How do you see yourself
using this tool?



Follow Up

Please feel free to reach out with any
new suggestions, ideas or questions
you may have.

Steven Reeves — CWCB

steven.reeves@state.co.us

 STEVEN REEVES

HYDROLOGIST
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