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1930ès ãSoil Conservation

ÅResponse to the Dust Bowl

Our Mission:

ÅTo promote long-term, sustainable use and protection 

of the MancosRiver Watershed. We provide educational, 

financial, and technical assistance to meet these 

conservation goals. 

Mancos 
Conservation 
District

1948 ãMancos Soil Conservation District
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7 volunteer board 

members

5 full-time permanent staff members;

Executive Director

Watershed Coordinator

Forestry Program Coordinator

Education & Outreach Coordinator

Forestry Technician

2 full-time permanent shared staff members;

District Manager

Office Manager

3 AmeriCorps 

service members;

Forestry

Watershed

Ed & Outreach

2 DCTès; 

Forestry DCT

General DCT

Board of 

Supervisors

Our Team

Staff Members
AmeriCorps 

Service Members

District 

Conservation 

Technicians

4



ONE 

WATERSHED 

ONE 

COMMUNITY
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The Mancos Watershed
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Figure 7 - Average Monthly Natural Flow at select locations in the Mancos Watershed 

(1975Ȥ2017) (Wilson Water Group, 2020).
Figure 5 ïGraph showing monthly streamflow volumes for representative dry, average, and wet 

years at Mancos River near Mancos gauge from (Wilson Water Group, 2020).

Hydrology



Legal Context, Water Rights, Reservoirs
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Figure 8 ïInstream flow locations in the Mancos Watershed (Wilson Water Group, 2020)

ÅDivision 7 ãDistrict 34 ã49 Diversions

Å14, 880 acre-feet of storage water rights

Å11,981 ãJackson Reservoir

ÅWeber, Bauer No. 2, Bauer No. 1

Å5 decreed ISF water rights



Process, community engagement & Outcomes

Mancos 

Watershed Group

Est. 2006
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ÅMancos Valley landowners, community partners, 
nonprofits, and federal, state and local agencies 

ÅResponse to a variety of natural resource concerns

MWG Leadership Team

Andrew Spear, Physical Sciences, Mesa Verde National Park

Ben Robinson, Biologist, Ute Mountain Ute Tribe

Duncan Rose, Dolores River Anglers Trout Unlimited 

Gary Kennedy, Mancos Water Conservancy District 

Gretchen Rank, Mancos Conservation District

Hannah Ertl, Trees Water People

Jake Kurzweil, PhD., Hydrologist, Mountain Studies Institute

Jewell Coleman, Mountain Studies Institute

Jim Spratlen, Montezuma County

Jim White, Colorado Parks and Wildlife 

Joel Lee, Natural Resources Conservation Services 

Justin Catalano, Division of Water Resources 

Katie Russell, Colorado State University

Lanier Nebahe, San Juan River Basin Fellow, The Nature Conservancy

Letisha Yazzie, Water Resource Director, Ute Mountain Ute Tribe

Melissa May, Executive Director, Mountain Studies Institute

Mickey OôHara, Freshwater Project Director, The Nature Conservancy

Nina Williams, Executive Director, Dolores Watershed Collaborative

Paul Morey, Mesa Verde National Park

Perry Lewis

Regina Lopez-Whiteskunk, Cross-Cultural Programs Manager, MLC

Sarah Beth Tingey, Alpakca Raft Co.

Scott Clow, Environmental Programs Director, Ute Mountain Ute Tribe

Scott Cox

Scott Roberts, Mountain Studies Institute 

Sensa Wolcott, Mancos Conservation District

Shauna Jensen, United States Forest Service

Tom Burris



Communityès long-term vision:

Å Promote climate smart practices that protect existing water 

rights and uses and also increase resiliency in the regional 

water supply in anticipation of future population growth, 

drought, and/or climate change. 

ÅIncentivize and increase access to actions that preserve 

agricultural lands, produce benefits for consumptive water 

users, and/or achieve habitat protection and restoration 

objectives. 

ÅPromote collaborative, cross-boundary work and 

partnerships among stakeholders. 

ÅCreate an adaptable, action-oriented, data-driven, and 

inspirational Stream Management Plan that incorporates a 

wide diversity of voices so that all stakeholders are 

represented. 

Purpose & Need
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Process & Community 
Engagement
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ÅMancos River Agricultural Committee

ÅOne Watershed ïOne Community Workshops

Mancos Middle School Collective Statement:

The best possible outcome for our water resources is a working 

water cycle that supports happy animals, happy little trees, and 

a healthy community. Good flooding hydrates plants and clears 

debris and can also allow for more crops. The best possible 

outcomes also include having enough water for a water park, 

and for us to swim, canoe, and go paddle boarding.  We have 

water for good hygiene, hydration, medical use and hydro-

electric production. We have water fountain water, Pink 

Lemonade water, and water to make instant Ramen.





Existing conditions & Resource concerns

ÅFunctional Assessment of the Mancos River Watershed -

Peter Stacey, 2007

ÅConcern Gathering Report - Mancos Conservation District, 

2019

ÅBasin Characteristics and Model Development Final Report 

ãWilson Water Group, 2020

ÅNonpoint Source Pollution Control Program 

Assessment/Planning Project Final Report - Mancos 

Conservation District, 2020

ÅPrioritized Drought Resilience for the Mancos Watershed -

Mancos Watershed Group, 2021

ÅUMUT Mancos Canyon Range Unit Conservation Activity 

Plan for Fish and Wildlife Habitat Management, June 2023

ÅTown of Mancos Source Water Protection Plan (SWPP) -

Montezuma County, March 2023

ÅMancos Watershed Data Assessment - Alex Brooks, PhD, 

Lotic Hydrological, 2024
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Conditions & Concerns
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ÅAgricultural Production

ÅAquatic Biota

ÅFluvial Geomorphology, Flood Regulation, 
& Erosion Control

ÅGroundwater Recharge

ÅIndustrial Processing and Resource 
Extraction

ÅInvasive Species & Pest Regulation

ÅMunicipal Water Supply

ÅRecreational and Cultural Use 

ÅRiparian Vegetation

ÅTerrestrial Wildlife Habitat

ÅWater Quality and Regulatory Compliance



Management Objectives
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ÅAgriculture

ÅCultural Importance

ÅEducation

ÅFlow Management & Water Use 
Efficiency

ÅInfrastructure

ÅRecreation

ÅResilient Ecosystems & Habitats

ÅWater Quality



Goal 4: Improve flows and efficiency of water management and use 

in the watershed in order to support existing water uses, riparian 

ecosystems and terrestrial and aquatic habitat for wildlife and 

aquatic organisms.

Objective F:  Maintain base flows and peak flushing flows in the 

Mancos watershed necessary to support diversions for beneficial 

use, ecological function, and recreation without causing injury to 

vested water rights.

Objective G:  Improve streamflow forecasting by collecting 

additional streamflow and diversion data, improving 

understanding of historical data, and improving current 

measurement of flows in order to better characterize and predict 

Mancos River hydrology.

Flow Management & Water Use
Efficiency



Recommended Actions
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ǒ Projects(green) refer to actions that are 

potentially feasible and implementable now or in 

the near future, without the need for additional 

data acquisition;

ǒ Studies(blue) indicate the need to gather 

additional data before making a more 

comprehensive action plan; 

ǒ Initiatives (purple) refer to larger overarching 

plans or processes focused on achieving a goal 

or solving a problem.
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Category Project Title

AG 1 Agriculture Flood Irrigation Prior to Sprinkler 

Impact Study

AG 2 Agriculture Impact of East Mancos River on 

Irrigated Soil Study

AG 3 Agriculture Mancos Watershed Compost Project

AG 4 Agriculture Mancos Watershed Beaver Management 

Project

AG 5 Agriculture Invasive Species Management

AG 6 Agriculture Prairie Dog Management

AG 7 Agriculture Cooperative Grazing Project

AG 8 Agriculture County Wide Soil Test Database

AG 9 Agriculture Water-Use Legal Defense Fund Coop

AG 10 Agriculture Mancos Valley Brand Project

AG 11 Agriculture Equipment Sharing Project

AG 12 Agriculture Tool Sharing Project

AG 13 Agriculture Agricultural Producer Consultant 

Access

AG 14 Agriculture Mancos Water Website

AG 15 Agriculture Land Manager Collaborative Initiative

CU 1 Cultural Importance Tribal Land Riparian Restoration Project

CU 2 Cultural Importance Lake Nighthorse Piping Project

CU 3 Cultural Importance Mancos Creek Farm Improvement 

Project

CU 4 Cultural Importance Translation of Tribal Water Resources

CU 5 Cultural Importance Upper/Lower Watershed Collaboration 

Initiative

CU 6 Cultural Importance Traditional Harvest

ED 1 Education Real Estate Training Program

ED 2 Education Rural Living Guidebook

ED 3 Education Educational Workshops

ED 4 Education Diverse Perspective Project

ED 5 Education Tribal Water Education Initiative

ED 6 Education UMUT Charter School Water Education 

Project

Category Project Title

FM 1 Flow Management & Water Use Efficiency Water Use Inefficiency Study

FM 2 Flow Management & Water Use Efficiency Return Flow Study

FM 3 Flow Management & Water Use Efficiency Mancos River Water Call Working Group

FM 4 Flow Management & Water Use Efficiency Inter-basin Transfer Feasibility Study

FM 5 Flow Management & Water Use Efficiency Decrease Dust on Snow

FM 6 Flow Management & Water Use Efficiency Upper Watershed Reservoir Feasibility Study

FM 7 Flow Management & Water Use Efficiency Lower Watershed Reservoir Feasibility Study

FM 8 Flow Management & Water Use Efficiency Covered Reservoir Feasibility Study

FM 9 Flow Management & Water Use Efficiency Triggered Avalanche as Water Storage Feasibility 

Study

FM 10 Flow Management & Water Use Efficiency Water Recycling Initiative

FM 11 Flow Management & Water Use Efficiency Use it or Lose It Policy Change

FM 12 Flow Management & Water Use Efficiency Mancos Watershed Ditch Guide Project

FM 13 Flow Management & Water Use Efficiency Mancos Watershed Smart Metering Project

FM 14 Flow Management & Water Use Efficiency Mancos Watershed Stream Gauge Project

FM 15 Flow Management & Water Use Efficiency Hydrological Flow Regime & Groundwater Study

IN 1 Infrastructure Diversion Improvement Project

IN 2 Infrastructure Weber Ditch Project

IN 3 Infrastructure Bob & Crystal Creek Ditch Measurement

IN 4 Infrastructure Jackson Gulch Reservoir Inlet Fire Mitigation

IN 5 Infrastructure Jackson Gulch Reservoir Rehabilitation Project

IN 6 Infrastructure Town of Mancos Infrastructure Improvement Project

IN 7 Infrastructure Mancos Rural Water Infrastructure Improvements

IN 8 Infrastructure Infrastructure Inventory

IN 9 Infrastructure Debris Fan Study

IN 10 Infrastructure Middle Mancos Confluence Culvert Improvements

IN 11 Infrastructure County Road 44 Bridge Improvement

IN 12 Infrastructure State Highway 184 & CR K6 Crossing Improvements

IN 13 Infrastructure West Grand Avenue Crossing Improvements

IN 14 Infrastructure Downtown Overflow Path

Category Project Title

REC 1 Recreation Mancos Schools Rec/Educational 

Improvement Project

REC 2 Recreation Downtown Mancos Rec/Educational 

Improvement Project

REC 3 Recreation Expand Mancos River Trail

REC 4 Recreation Mancos River Trail Improvement Project

REC 5 Recreation Cottonwood Park Recreational 

Improvement Project

REC 6 Recreation Recreation Points of Access Map

REH 1 Resilient Ecosystems & Habitats Floodplain Restoration Projects

REH 2 Resilient Ecosystems & Habitats East & Middle Mancos River Confluence 

Restoration

REH 3 Resilient Ecosystems & Habitats East & West Mancos River Confluence 

Improvements

REH 4 Resilient Ecosystems & Habitats Downtown Floodplain Reconnection 

Project

REH 5 Resilient Ecosystems & Habitats Above Downtown Floodplain Pockets

REH 6 Resilient Ecosystems & Habitats Chicken Creek Stewardship Project

REH 7 Resilient Ecosystems & Habitats Riparian Restoration Project -

Vegetation/Habitat

REH 8 Resilient Ecosystems & Habitats Riparian Restoration Project - Invasives

REH 9 Resilient Ecosystems & Habitats Beaver Activity Map

REH 10Resilient Ecosystems & Habitats In Stream Restoration in Town of 

Mancos

REH 11Resilient Ecosystems & Habitats Ladder Fuel Reduction Using Grazing 

Animals

REH 12Resilient Ecosystems & Habitats Wildfire Ready Watershed

REH 13Resilient Ecosystems & Habitats Expand Timber Industry Project

REH 14Resilient Ecosystems & Habitats Invasive Species Removal

WQ 1 Water Quality River Water

WQ 2 Water Quality Mine Remediation

WQ 3 Water Quality Wild & Scenic Rivers Designation

WQ 4 Water Quality Mancos Watershed Health Scorecard

80 Recommended Actions
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ÅWhatès Next

Weère 

Here:
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ÅWhatès Next
We recognize that there is a wide array of water users and 

values connected to the Mancos River. Care was taken to 

ensure the MWSMP is comprehensive and representative of the 

wide diversity of stakeholders in the watershed. The goal is to 

incorporate views and projects that would benefit multiple 

stakeholders and we welcome constructive feedback from 

stakeholders on how we can improve this plan and ensure it is 

meeting the goals outlined by the stakeholders and partners.

We recognize that this is in a draft form and there may be minor 

flaws and errors with formatting and grammar. 

Å Public Comment Period open through July 31st

Å Specific feedback on the overall plan is the most helpful

Å Is the plan understandable and representative of the 

community?

Å Are the graphics clear and understandable?

Å Do the goals & objectives represent the best possible 

outcomes for the Mancos Watershed?

Å Do the recommended actions encompass the varied uses 

and values represented in our unique watershed?



Field Diversion 
Multi -Benefit 
Improvement Project

SITE 

VISIT:


