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The Colorado Water Plan serves as
a framework for statewide
collaboration around water
planning.
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» Thriving watersheds
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Background

The Upper Gunnison Watershed Management Plan (WMP) is
infended to improve water security for all water uses in the Upper
Gunnison Basin, by protecting existing uses, addressing user
shortages and maintaining healthy riverine ecosystems in the face
of future demands and climate uncertainty, as laid out in the
Gunnison Basin Implementation Plan and Colorado’s Water Plan.

More specifically, the goals of the WMP include:
Maintenance and improvements to water quality

Improvement of relationships between consumptive and non-
consumptive water users

Maintenance and improvements to infrastructure

Conservation and efficiency among all water users




Upper Gunnison
Watershed Management Planning Mission:

To help protect existing water

uses and watershed health in the

Upper Gunnison Basin in the face

of pressure from increased water
demands and permanent
reductions in water supply.




Phase |

Background/purpose of report, description of overall tasks
for WMP

Legal and regulatory framework

Stakeholder engagement/outreach defined

Upper Gunnison Basin characteristics, geography, principal
land and water uses, and common environmental issues

Identification of sub-basin and stream reaches within each
sub-basin for assessment

Sub-basin Coordinators identified to assist in stakeholder
outreach

Phase | sub-basins analyzed: Ohio Creek, East River, and
Lake Fork
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Phase 2

ldentify completed studies and available data to advance WMP
Assessment of Phase |l sub-basins:

Inventory and identification of information gaps (impaired reaches,
wetland assessments, high use rec areas, surveys for boating, angling and
agriculture, WQ monitoring site recs, etc.)

Watershed function assessments (examples):
Watershed health and wildfire hazard
Geo-fluvial
Wetlands
Ag infrastructure and system optimization plans
Sub-basin action plans
Continued implementation of demonstration and optimization projects




Reach Assessments

< Agricultural
* Infrastructure identification/assessment
“» Domestic
% Environmental
« Stream/riparian characteristics
«  Aquatic life
. ter quality
/ Instream flow
+ Flow Limited Areas
+ Flow Goals
» Recreational
“» Needs/Issues Identification
« Prepare sub-basin action plans

« System optimization and best
management practices demonstration
projects
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WMP Funding

Colorado Water Conservation Board (CWCB):
$400,000

UGRWCD General Funds

Project Implementation using CWCB funds as
match:

Trout Unlimited Grants & RCPP Funding

Colorado Department of Public Health &
Environment (CDPHE) Non-point Source

Colorado River District Community Funding
Partnership

Local Water Users Cash




%
ot ST
.lh- . ‘._'.‘
f .

r

lakeholder oufreach#

% Questionnaire to water users
throughout UGRWCD by public
meeting and targeted stakeholder
outreach through sub-basin
coordinators
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> Stakeholders include community
members, partner agencies (state
and federal), “super-groups”,
municipalities

D)

% Supports and informs WMP process
by bringing forth information gaps,
potential pilot projects and
possible long-term solutions

% Ongoing through all three WMP
phases




Other Planning
Efforts

% Upper Gunnison Drought
Contingency Planning

% Drought Monitoring

¥ Vulnerability Assessment
% Mitigation Actions

% Response Actions

% Operatfional & Administrative
Framework

s DCP Update Process




Questions®e
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