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SDenver -based non -profit working to restore flows to
>e AecAD2yr acdWNEer dA ANNDZ

SFormedin 2001Aae nNAGEGAANGE ndat >elhecAD2yYyr UuAr
amplify its work

SWork with water users to put together voluntary transactions to benefit
the environment

STransactions are - temporary or permanent, split -season, ATM

SWork within the prior appropriation system and water
users at fair -market value



PRIOR APPROPRIATION

SENIOR

environmental flows are
not a recognized use



Dry River Beds

The Result



Infrastructure
S

Improvemen

lency
Improvements

IC

=i

on

WEIES

Non D
Agreements

p)
4
p)
@
D
O
ad
=
o
>
| -
O
p)
O
ad



Infrastructure
Improvements
- Abrams Creek

- 40% Reduction in Diversions
- New CWCB ISF

-Stuben Creek

- Eliminated 2 "9 diversion
- Potential Change Case
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Efficiency
Improvements
-Crop Switching

- Alfalfa to Barley Verde River

- Kernza 30% Less Water
- |Is there a market?

-Efficient Irrigation
- Flood to Sprinkler
- 50% to 70%
- Expensive
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Non Diversion
Agreements
-TU Winter Flows

- Rio Grande
- Lease to forgo summer irrigation
- Released in winter to boost flow

-Water Conservation

Program

Upper Colorado

5in 10 years
Connects Tributary
Water User Protected

COLORADO
7y~ WATER TRUST



vironmental Release

15 Mile Reac
o Project
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Arkansas River Voluntary Flow
Management Program
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required to eresgrve the natural environment to a reasonable
DANT eaENNS X

ISF Appropriations V

A Appropriate and adjudicate a new (junior) ISF water right for the

minimum __ required to preserve the natural environment to a
reasonable degree.

r A

Water Acquisitions

AAccept and use existing, offered water rights In such amounts

CWCB determines appropriate to preserve or improve the natural
environment to a reasonable degree.
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The CWCB can acquire or temporarily use
a senior water right and maintain the senior priority date for the
Instream flow water right.
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ISF Appropriation

Streams |Iuded i Colorado's Instream Flow Program N@W App[ﬁ'@pmatﬂ@ﬂ Pr@@@ggﬂng Tﬁm@lﬂn@

Public Outreach  Board Decisions & Hearing Process
a and r : rd rm int ap

Recommendation Development
Recommending entities collect data necessary to
document the natural environment and
determine ISF flow rates
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Final Action
Uncontested
Recommendations

Public Comment

ISF Workshon Hearing & Final

. Action
Intent to

« Appropriate




o g e A Approved by CWCB

A Junior Priority  Vlegislated
In 2001

A Use by local government
only

A Amount is the minimum
required for reasonable
recreation experience

A Legislative efforts to.
expand led by American
Whitewater

14



ACQUISITION AND
WATER RIGHT CHANGE

Peabody Ditch : Permanent
change of senior rights
dedicated year round to the
Blue River

Alamosa River : permanent
changes of senior rights
that are stored and released
to extend season of flow

Little Cimarron : Permanent
acquisition; split -season
irrigation.




5/10 TEMPORARY LOANS and WATER
CONSERVATION PROGRAMS

10-year term Administrative approval o of 10-1-NA e N X & e A AXN (inve

Opera 1 Opera 2 Opera 3 Opera 4 Opera 5 Opera 6 Opera 8 Opera 9 Opera 10
te? te? te? te? te? te? te? te? te?

S No No Yes S No Yes 'S Yes S

Improve flow rate

Water decreed for@another use
cam be usedtemporarilyto/boost
flow /and-may:be protectediin
priority depending on the tool.




Yampa River
Environmental
Release Projec
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