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PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

JUNE 30 – SEPTEMBER 30

FINAL IN JANUARY 2023

Visit engagecwcb.org



AN OPPORTUNITY TO PARTNER 
• Sets the stage for collaboration, resilience and mitigating risk

• Shines a light on critical state water issues 

A STRATEGY FOR CWCB
• A CWCB planning document

• Highlights agency opportunities for leadership

WHAT IS THE WATER PLAN?
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WATER PLAN 
UPDATE

ITERATIVE PLANNING AND INPUT
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2A productive economy that supports 

vibrant and sustainable cities, 

agriculture, recreation and tourism.

An efficient and effective water 

infrastructure system.

A strong environment 

with healthy watersheds, 

rivers, streams 

and wildlife.

COLORADO’S WATER VALUES 

An informed public with creative, forward-

thinking solutions that are sustainable 

and resilient to changing conditions and 

result in strong, equitable communities 

that can adapt to and thrive in the face of 

adversity. 
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ACTION AREAS COLORADO VISION TOOLS FOR ACTION

The 2050 vision for each of 

the Action Areas to keep 

Colorado strong! 

1. PARTNER  ACTION

The tools stakeholders use 

and apply for Water Plan 

Grants to implement.

2. AGENCY ACTION

The ways CWCB & other 

agencies help advance 

work in each of these areas 

and provide support tools 

to stakeholders.

OUR VALUES DRIVE US TO A.C.T



HOW DO WE SUPPORT THRIVING WATERHSEDS?

• We can help provide a framework for watershed planning

• We can support mapping tools and wildfire planning

• We can support instream improvements.

• We fund the work – we do not build the projects.

• We are transparent – we can’t commit to things we can’t do.





“Consensus can move mountains”
- Russ George

“Change comes from the people”

- Chairman Heart
Ute Mountain Ute Tribe

• CONVENE/COLLABORATE
• LEAD/FOCUS ATTENTION
• SUPPORT & DEVELOP TOOLS
• FUND PROJECTS

WHERE CWCB HELPS



NEW WSRF FUND INFUSION

• Water Supply Funding (WSRF) statewide grants are back!

• WSRF Standard Operations updated for special infusions that:
• Bring Roundtables and PEPO funds up to $1M (temporarily exceeding the cap)
• Bring back Statewide Grants once the 3-year reserve is full
• Focus Statewide WSRF Grants on “Aging Infrastructure & Drought Resilience”

• ~$11.2M goes to statewide grants
(Available starting December 1)



ANNA MAUSS

CWCB Chief Operating Officer  

CWCB GRANTS & LOAN PROGRAMS



Funding Categories
• Storage and supply/demand gap (New storage)

•Conservation, land use, & drought planning

•Engagement and Innovation

•Agricultural projects
•Watershed Health & Recreation projects*

Preference given to projects w/ multiple benefits/purposes

Applications due July 1 & December 1

Note: Updated criteria requires design and implementation grants 

to be informed, i.e. prioritized, through a planning process such as 

a SMP or other watershed plan

WATER PLAN GRANTS

Typically $10M 

available annually



Local Capacity Grants ($2.5M) – Support development of 
federal funding applications 

CWCB Technical Assistance ($2.5M) – Contract support for 
development of federal funding applications (Pending)

CO Watershed Restoration Program – Special Release 2022 
($10M) – Development of plans and to implement Wildfire 
Ready Watershed projects to mitigate post wildfire impacts

NEW - ARPA FUNDED 



Local Capacity Grants & CWCB Technical Ass
Michael Regan

michael.regan@state.co.us

CO Watershed Restoration Program – Special Release 2022 
Chris Sturm 

chris.sturm@state.co.us

ARPA FUNDED CONTACTS 



Application / Review
• Applications due to the CWCB
• Engineering Feasibility Study (loans & storage & supply Water Plan Grants)
• Financial Review (loans)
• Staff, Committee, & Leadership Review
• Board Recommendation
• Board or CWCB Director approval

Post Funding Approval
• Contracting (prior to work starting)
• Disbursements made on invoiced work
• Project close out with final report or deliverable

APPROVING FUNDING


