
Overview:  Yampa River Basin

● Where is the Yampa River and what are its 
key features?

● What characteristics make this river special?
● Who are some of the local organizations 

doing river work? 



Think Pair Share
● What comes to your mind when 

you think of the Yampa River?  
Make a mental note of three 
things you know about the Yampa.

● Now, turn and talk.  Find a 
neighbor or two and share what 
you already know.



Where is the Yampa River?
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Most of the water for the 
Yampa River comes from 
the snowmelt in the Park 
Mountains. 

Where does the water come from?



The Park Mountains 
averages more Snow 
Water Equivalent (SWE) 
over the largest area than 
any other range in 
Colorado. Wolf Creek area 
in the San Juan Mtn 
Range has the most SWE 
for a specific point than 
the rest of Colorado. 



Where are its headwaters?

The Yampa River 
originates in the Flat Top 
Mountains south of 
Steamboat, starting as the 
Bear River. The Bear River 
meets with Phillips Creek 
in the town of Yampa, at 
which point it becomes 
the Yampa River. 



Flowing north, the Yampa 
goes through Steamboat 
Springs, where it doubles 
in size due tributary 
streams including Fish 
Creek, Soda Creek, 
Butcherknife Creek, etc. 



Where does it flow into the Green River?



What are its main tributaries?



What reservoirs store its water?



Overview of the Yampa River

● Where is the Yampa River?
● What characteristics make this river special?

○ The Yampa still FLOODS each spring
○ The Yampa transports SEDIMENT

● Who are the local organizations doing river 
work? 



“This unusual combination of gradient, volatility, 
and sediment distinguishes the Colorado …  And 

these qualities put together account for its 
greatest claim to fame.  No other river on earth 

has ever cut canyons to rival those of the 
Colorado.”

By Kevin Fedarko in The Emerald Mile



We call the Yampa WILD 
because it is relatively 
unregulated. This means 
that reservoirs make up a 
very small amount of total 
annual volume of the 
Yampa and releases rarely 
results in drastic changes 
to the rivers hydrograph 
(flow over time).



Stagecoach Reservoir      36,460 acre feet     



Steamboat Lake     26,364 acre feet



Elkhead Reservoir              25,656 acre feet                           

Total Storage in Yampa River - ~ 90,000 acre feet







Because there are only 
small reservoirs, the 
Yampa can flood its banks 
more regularly. 





In 2011, the Yampa River 
Flooded its banks. Here is 
the Elk River (river on the 
right) meeting the Yampa. 
The Yampa doubles in size 
again after meeting the 
Elk River.  



Little Snake meets the 
Yampa River. 



Little Snake meeting the Yampa. During 
regular flows, the Little Snake contributes 
80% of the Yampa’s sediment at 
confluence and the Yampa contributes 
80% of the flows. This sediment brings 
nutrients to the greater Colorado River 
system, the sediments are important to 
the native fish population and the 
entirety of the Colorado Basin upriver of 
Lake Powell. The Green in particular 
depends on this sediment load downriver 
of its confluence with the Yampa.



These 4 native species have been listed as endangered under the Endangered 
Species Act.   The Yampa River provides critical habitat for these endangered fish.  



The Yampa River passing 
by Carpenter Ranch. 
Hayden Powerplant in the 
background. Carpenter 
Ranch has one of the 
healthiest riparian forests 
in the Yampa Basin. 



Morgan Bottom of the Yampa River

Endangered Habitats



Overview of the Yampa River

● Where is the Yampa River?
● What characteristics make this river special?

○ The Yampa is WILD
○ The Yampa transport SEDIMENT

● Who are the local organizations doing river 
work? 






