
Clear Creek Integrated Water Management Plan, Phase I 
 

Geographic Description: South Platte Basin – Clear Creek from the basin divide to confluence with South Platte 

Size: Approximately 62 miles 

Primary Contact: Ashley Giles and Darren Beck – West Denver Trout Unlimited; clearcreekIWMP@gmail.com 

Planning Phase:  Assess Conditions And Identify Risks, Select Objectives And Measurable Results 

Status: Phase I ongoing 

 

Project Goals: 

• Outreach to basin stakeholders and the public to gain additional appropriate project participation, identify 

stakeholder project expectations, and develop a decision-making structure. 

• Develop clear and common project goals and objectives; formalize project understanding and expected 

outcomes. 

• Research, document, and synthesize past and current master plans, resource management plans, and other river 

management efforts to identify common goals and overlapping themes. 

• Inventory and assess current biological, geomorphological, and hydrologic conditions, water rights and 

infrastructure, river access, and other attributes within the project location. 

 

Overview: 

The Clear Creek IWMP is an exploratory plan with a diverse stakeholder group representing agricultural users, municipal 

water use, industry, environmental and recreation, and the general community. West Denver Trout Unlimited has had 

conversations with basin stakeholders and discussed existing master plans, reports and projects to determine if the 

Clear Creek IWMP will duplicate past or current efforts. While stakeholders recognized similarities which may overlap 

some individual projects, they felt that the Clear Creek IWMP has merit to move forward and will stand on its own has a 

comprehensive, collaborative effort encompassing multiple planning boundaries. Based on initial stakeholder 

conversations, there is a need to focus on watershed-wide collaboration, water quality and delivery reliability, health of 

aquatic species and habitat, recreation, threats to water rights, forest health and wildfire threats to water supply and 

property, and degradation of the river corridor through the IWMP. 

 

Approach: 

The initial phase of the Clear Creek IWMP has consisted of continuing formal dialogue with stakeholders to identify 

common goals and objectives and discuss appropriate project outcome concepts. A goal of the project is to develop 

working relationships to build collaborative stakeholder support to enable future basin management actions to improve 

the health of the watershed. Collaborative stakeholder discussions led to agreement that formation of a formal 

watershed coalition would be beneficial to carry on the IWMP efforts into the future. In addition, a volunteer Focus 

Group was formed to identify environmental and recreational opportunities which will involve collecting current basin-

wide plans and project information, and distilling the data into an accessible, online storymap. The storymap will be 

used to identify multi-beneficial opportunities that meet IWMP goals, and the identified projects will be addressed in 

Phase II.  

 

Budget: $46,000 
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