
Ecosystem Restoration of Select Sites in the Kawuneeche Valley 
 

Geographic Description: Colorado River Basin – North Fork Colorado Watershed 

Size: 102 square miles 

Project Homepage: northernwater.org 

Primary Contact: Kimberly Mihelich – Northern Colorado Water Conservancy 

District; kmihelich@northernwater.org 

Planning Phase: Assess Conditions And Identify Risks, Select Objectives And 

Measurable Results 

Status: Ongoing 

 

Project Goals: 

• Assess existing geomorphic, ecological, water quality conditions, and human dimensions relating to ecological 

restoration in the project area, including parts of the watershed affected by the East Troublesome Fire. 

• Complete feasibility analyses of the suitability of available restoration approaches throughout the watershed. 

• Identify and prioritize sites where restoration should be pursued. 

 

Overview: 

There is a broad agreement by the Kawuneeche Valley Ecosystem Restoration Collaborative – a diverse stakeholder 

group representing the various water users of the Kawuneeche Valley including agricultural, municipal, industry, 

environmental, and recreational - in the need for watershed-scale channel and riparian restoration, but the specific 

approaches and locations for interventions have not been identified. Furthermore, stakeholder and community 

perspectives on desired future conditions and acceptability of various interventions are unknown. This project addresses 

an urgent need for community resilience and strategic intervention to address the devastating effects of the East 

Troublesome Fire. 

 

Approach: 

In 2020, the Kawuneeche Valley Ecosystem Restoration Collaborative formed to explore opportunities for ecosystem 

restoration in the Kawuneeche Valley and to develop a phased implementation plan. Specific organizations under this 

umbrella include The Nature Conservancy, the US Forest Service, and Grand County, among others. It also includes 

various scientists and interdisciplinary faculty from Colorado State University acting under a technical advisory and 

consulting capacity. The Collaborative is focused on completing four tasks: 

1. Conduct a geomorphic assessment of the North Fork watershed to characterize channel condition, delineate 

sources of excessive sediment, identify potential stressors, and outline opportunities to restore riverine 

function.  

2. Perform an ecological assessment of the current status of riparian vegetation. 

3. Complete a water and sediment chemistry assessment consisting of total nitrogen and phosphorous content.  

4. Embark on a human dimensions assessment to ascertain the perceptions, values, interests, and goals of all 

stakeholders in the North Fork watershed.  

 

Budget: $169,050 
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