South Fork Republican Restoration Coalition: Stream Management and Restoration Planning
Project

Geographic Description: South Platte Basin — South Fork of the
Republican River

Size: About 60 river miles

Project Homepage: republicanriver.com

Primary Contact: Deb Daniel — Republican River Water Conservation
District; Deb.Daniel@rrwcd.com

Planning Phase: Identify Potential Alternative Actions, Evaluate and
Prioritize Actions

Status: Technical report completed in 2020; contracting a project
manager in 2022 to continue to move the project forward

Project Goals:

e Re-establishing a functioning South Fork Republican River channel and connected floodplain from Highway 385
to Bonny Dam.

e Improve instream surface flows in the planning area, within the parameters of the legal requirements of the
Republican River Compact between Colorado, Kansas, and Nebraska.

e Restore riparian and riverine habitat to address wildlife and native fish habitat needs and reduce invasive
vegetation.

e Create future recreation-based economic opportunities in the project planning area.

Overview:

The key water management challenges in the basin include compliance with the Republican River Compact between
Kansas, Colorado, and Nebraska, continued depletion of the Ogallala Aquifer, and diminishing flows that stress native
fish populations. In 2011, the State ordered the draining of Bonny Reservoir. Yuma County reports that Bonny Reservoir
hosted an average of 50,000 visitors annually from 2000-2011 and was an important local economic resource. Through
this planning effort, project partners seek to explore the economic potential of new river-related recreation
opportunities.

Approach:

The South Fork Republican Stream Management and Restoration Planning Project is led by the South Fork Restoration
Coalition. The Coalition utilized the expertise of technical consultants to perform five assessments: river channel and
floodplain restoration assessment, feasibility analysis and preferred engineering concept design, riparian corridor and
riverine habitat restoration plan, hydrology assessment to determine surface flow needs, native fish population and
habitat research, and recreation economic opportunities assessment. Based on these assessments, the final deliverable
recommended a set of next steps for implementation, including activities related to data collection and monitoring,
permitting, riparian revegetation, and groundwater conservation.

Budget: $592,500
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CWCB (17%)

$63,500 $310,000
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